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Purpose of this session

● National Certificate of Educational Achievement NCEA - brief overview 
● Literacy and Numeracy Co-requisite 
● Resource materials and ideas for how parents can support Lit/Num learning 

and confidence at home 
● Special Assessment Conditions
● Alternative pathways

Literacy Coordinator - EJ Weller: eweller@katikaticollege.school.nz

Numeracy Coordinator - Cheryl Chye: cchye@katikaticollege.school.nz



Brief overview of NCEA

THE BASICS:

There are three NCEA qualification levels.  

When students achieve standards, they gain credits. Students must achieve a certain 
number of credits to gain NCEA.  

Internal assessments (marked by teachers at school) and external assessments 
(marked by teachers outside the school) organised by New Zealand Qualifications 
Authority NZQA are used to measure what students have learned.



Brief overview of NCEA

STRUCTURE: 

NCEA Level 2: 
60 credits at Level 2 

(or above)

NCEA Level 1: 
60 credits at Level 1 

(or above)

NCEA Level 3: 
60 credits at Level 3 

(or above)

Literacy and Numeracy Co-requisite



Literacy and 
Numeracy 

Co-requisite

WHAT:
Literacy: Reading (5 credits)
Literacy: Writing (5 credits)
Numeracy (10 credits)

HOW:
Common Assessment Activities CAAs 
(digital)

WHEN:
May 2025 (1 Sept 2025)

To gain any level of NCEA, 
students must pass these 

co-requisites



How the CAA exams run at Katikati College
● One CAA per day.

○ Monday 19th May - Year 10 - Numeracy
○ Tuesday 20th May - Seniors - Numeracy
○ Wednesday 21st May - Year 10 - Literacy (Reading)
○ Thursday 22nd May - Seniors - Literacy (Reading)
○ Friday 23rd May - Year 10 - Literacy (Writing)
○ Monday 26th May - Seniors - Literacy (Writing)

● CAAs will start at 9am
● On the day of the exam, if not in a CAA exam, students will be in their 

timetabled class



Literacy: Reading

1) Make sense of written texts 
I can understand the surface features and ideas of a text.

2) Read texts with critical awareness 
I am aware of implicit meanings within texts and intentions of authors.

3) Read different texts for different purposes
I can use texts for my own needs. 



What helps do this?

1. Reading mileage - reading of any variety is good. 
2. Promoting a curious attitude to new words.
3. Discussion of texts as human-made creations with an intention - what do they 

want me to know and why?
4. Promoting independent use of various texts to find solutions to problems. e.g. 

bus timetables to get to school. 





Literacy: Writing

1) Write meaningful texts for different purposes and audiences.

● I know what to include to make sure the reader understands what I intend. 

● I know how to organise my ideas into a logical sequence. 

● I understand there are different ways to write the same thing and I can choose 
the most appropriate one. 

● I can accurately spell words and construct and punctuate sentences.



Literacy: Writing

2) Use written language conventions to support communication.

● I can accurately use a variety of sentence types. 

● I can accurately use punctuation for meaning.

● I can use the correct grammar in my sentences.

● I can spell most words accurately.

● I can proofread and edit my work to improve it.  



What helps do this?

1. Reading mileage - seeing what “good” looks like.
2. Writing mileage - practice makes progress.
3. Word-based games including Scrabble, WORDLE
4. High expectations of all writing produced, even in notebooks and workbooks 

with no obvious audience.
5. Creating opportunities to write: shopping lists, diaries, thank you letters. 







Numeracy

Formulate mathematical and statistical 
approaches to solving problems in a 
range of meaningful situations.

Students need to show their working 
to explain how they reached an 
answer.

Students need to calculate an answer. 
How they got the answer is less 
important.

Students use supplied information to 
say if a statement is reasonable.

Use mathematics and statistics to meet 
the numeracy demands of a range of 
meaningful situations.

Explain the reasonableness of 
mathematical and statistical responses to 
situations.



Assembly thoughts

Each row in the hall has 20 seats.

1. What is the maximum number of students that can 
be seated in 3 rows?
What sum did you do to get this answer?

2. How many rows are needed for 140 students?
What sum did you do to get this answer?

3. In the hall there are currently 15 rows of students. 
There are 158 Year 9 students and 174 Year 10 
students. 
Are there enough chairs in the hall?
Explain your answer.

Example style of question





What helps do this?



Literacy and 
Numeracy 
Resources

WHAT:
Resources to help students and their 
supporters to gain confidence in their 
skills

WHERE:
Some suggestions….

Some resources for student and 
whānau use



NCEA Past paper questions

You will need to follow these instructions:
Click onto NZQA practice tests 
1. Choose Literacy Reading / Literacy Writing / Numeracy from the drop down 

subject list. 
2. Select Level 1 on the level drop down list.
3. Click “Enter Sample Assessment”.
4. Enter the assessment using these login details

NSN: View2024; Verification code: Tw3nty/24
5. When asked, enter the four-digit code: 0000

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-exams-and-portfolios/external/digital-exams/find-past-digital-exams/?_gl=1*5bxsv*_ga*NTM1MjkwMDUxLjE3MDgzNzEyNDI.*_ga_TFQQ681L2E*MTcwOTY4MDEyNS4yMC4xLjE3MDk2ODAzNzcuMC4wLjA.


Text books

There are different work books available. 
. 

Other (free) resources

From the UK 

Not a perfect match 
to the NZ curriculum

https://www.officemax.co.nz/School-Supplies/Textbooks-Workbooks/Maths/Walker-Maths-Numeracy-Practice-9780170474474--10969763?SearchID=103328341&SearchPos=2
https://www.officemax.co.nz/School-Supplies/Textbooks-Workbooks/English-Poetry/Walker-Literacy-Essentials-9780170477581-11758205
https://pathwaysawarua.com/
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/what-numeracy/how-improve-your-maths?_gl=1*t44pf1*_up*MQ..*_ga*ODI1NjgwNjg5LjE3MTA3NTM0NzQ.*_ga_WLEY5P8CB6*MTcxMDc1MzQ3MS4xLjAuMTcxMDc1MzQ3MS4wLjAuMA..*_ga_8HX4CC2EJK*MTcxMDc1MzQ3MS4xLjAuMTcxMDc1MzQ3MS4wLjAuMA..*_ga_G3033MB7WR*MTcxMDc1MzQ3MS4xLjAuMTcxMDc1MzQ3MS4wLjAuMA..


Special 
Assessment 
Conditions

WHAT:
Accommodations made based on student 
need and ability 

HOW:
Recommendations from educational 
professionals or school based evidence 
that support the need for SACs

WHO:
Students with a diagnosed learning 
difference or who have challenges that 
prevent them performing to the best of 
their ability 

Every student has a right to express 
their knowledge, skills and 
understanding without being unfairly 
disadvantaged.



Special Assessment Conditions (SAC)

Katikati College SENCO and Learning Support: Cara Howie 
chowie@katikaticollege.school.nz

Computer
All digital exams require the use of a computer, so no SAC are provided.

Small Group Separate Accommodation
We can manage this entitlement in a digital exam room, or if space allows we can set 
them up in a separate smaller room.



Writer (Typist)
Although it's possible for a writer (typist) to type for a student in a digital exam, 
there are practical challenges to make this work for both the student and the writer 
(typist).

Reader
There is currently text to speech capability (Polly) in a limited way for the writing 
and numeracy corequisite assessments but not in the reading corequisite. Based on a 
student’s need, we will provide reader support. 

Rest Breaks
Rest breaks are granted to students who require them e.g. diabetics.



Alternative 
pathways

WHAT:
Different ways to achieve literacy 
and numeracy corequisite 

HOW:
Using alternative standards 
(assessments)

WHO:
Students who are unsuccessful in 
CAA examinations

Unpicking the maze of tagged 
standards



“What if” scenarios

Tagged standards
● NCEA standards in (mostly) English or Maths highlighted for their ability to 

demonstrate the Literacy or Numeracy skills needed for the co-requisite.
Pros and cons 
● Removes the high stakes CAA assessment.
● The standards (assessments) cannot be used for the co-requisite AND NCEA 

qualifications.



Other helpful sites

NZQA : 
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz

NCEA Education : 
Supporting ākonga and whānau | 
NCEA 
Literacy Coordinator 

Numeracy Coordinator 

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/supporting-akonga-and-whanau
https://ncea.education.govt.nz/supporting-akonga-and-whanau


FAQS



Frequently asked questions

Can you get a Merit or Excellence on the CAAs?
No, the only grades available are Achieved / Not Achieved.
If you pass the CAAs, do you need to sit them again?
No, you don’t. 
If you pass one Literacy exam and not the other, must you resit both?
No, you only need to resit the one which you have yet to pass. 
If you pass some of the outcomes for the CAAs, will future exams only assess the 
outcomes you have not yet achieved?
No, you will need to take the whole exam again and pass all tested outcomes. 



Frequently asked questions

If you are away on the day, can you sit it later that week?
No - you can sit the exam in the next batch of CAAs later in the year/in the 
following year. 
What if you don’t have a device?
Please let the school know in advance and we can arrange a device for you. 
Is it exactly the same exam each time you take it? 
No. It assesses the same outcomes but within different contexts/questions. 


